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Crystal DeBoise Lucy Giddings 
never had running 

water 

mistic and crystal and the other cousins 

collected her stories 

also her apples for her (kind of) famous pie 

kept her money under her mattress 

washed her hair with the rain 

and sometimes scared little children .... 

so old she didn't know how old she was 

she must've gotten cold through the depression and the wars 

warm through the liberation ... strong through the oppression ... 

and through many children 

many many grandchildren 

many many many great-grandchildren, great-great-grandchildren 

(i am one of those) 

got a tv sometime after they were invented 

amused with the nightly news, 

enough of the world to catch her .... 

had an attic full of terrific, marvelous, forgotten 

somethings 

smelling like old wood stove, clean forest, iron, 

and apples .... 

sounded like people, fuzzy tv, old sewing machine, loose dollars 

saved up for something she never bought. ... 

i laughed when she died 

i don't know why 

her big moles 

her bunned silver hair 

that went down to the floor, i'm told, 

her scary bathroom and creaking bedroom, connected. 
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